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© Sanitary utensil. 

<g) The utensil comprises a stem (1) serving as a handle, 
having at ope end thereof a scrubbing member (2) as an 
element extended from the stem (1) itself or as an independent 
coupled member, such that at least the scrubbing member, in 
the form of strips, fibres, spatula or sponge, is disposable in the 
toilet after cleaning cleaning use, for decomposition and 
disposal by the water. When the stem is not decomposable, it Is 
disposed of in a conventional rubbish container. 
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Description 



SANITARY UTENSIL 



The present invention relates to a sanitary utensil 
for the hand cleaning of toilets having a flushing 
system. 5 

Brushes for cleaning toilet bowls after each use 
are known and, in principle, they are designed for an 
indefinite duration. 

These brushes, as is obvious, do not offer 
adequate sanitary conditions, although they are 10 
apparently externally clean, since larger or smaller 
amounts of remains or particles of stools from 
previous uses remain adhered thereto and are 
scarcely visible. Furthermore, it is not easy and 
effective to sanitate such brushes after each use, 15 
mainly because it would require a personal service 
not always obtainable. 

On the other hand, above all in public establish- 
ments In general, there is a certain degree of 
apprehension against using brushes, since they are 20 
successively used by the various unknown users, for 
which reason they are deemed to be a repulsive, 
rather undesirable article. 

At home, part of the apprehension against these 
brushes disappears, but the drawbacks of the lack 25 
of hygiene, leading to their disuse, subsist. 

The above reasons highlight the serious limita- 
tions or drawbacks of the usual brushes, whereby 
there Is appreciated the desirability of eliminating 
them and replacing them with another type of 30 
utensil, capable of overcoming the above draw- 
backs. 

This is achieved with a sanitary utensil, which is 
characterised in that It comprises a stem and a 
scrubbing member, the end of the stem and the 35 
scrubbing member being mutually connected in 
such a way as to allow the said stem and scrubbing 
member to be readily separated, said stem being 
generally rigid and adapted to be held and at least 
said scrubbing member being adapted to decom- 40 
pose by impregnation with the water contained in the 
toilet and be disposed of through the said flushing 
system. 

Further details and characteristics of the invention 
will be appreciated from the following description, 45 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective schematic view of an 
elementary embodiment of the utensil of the 
invention; 50 

Figure 2 is a schematic elevation view of the 
same utensil, provided with means for breaking 
it into portions; 

Figure 3 is a schematic view of the utensil 
broken into portions after use. 55 
In the embodiment described, the utensil com- 
prises a stem 1 for use as a handle and having at one 
end a scrubbing member 2 which may be an 
extension of the stem 1 and which is formed by a 
division in the form of longitudinal strips of an end 60 
portion of the stem. 

In another embodiment, the scrubbing member 2 
may be an insert, i.e. forming an independent body 



from the stem attached to one end 3 of the shaft. The 
scrubbing member may comprise a bundle of strips 
or fibres in the form of a brush or spatula, or a 
sponge material body. Both members are connected 
in such a way as to allow them to be easily separated 
apart and this connection may be formed by a 
weakened portion where the connection is broken 
apart. 

This connecting area may also comprise an 
operable assembly device, i.e. mating means on the 
stem and on the scrubbing member, allowing one 
scrubbing member to be replaced by another, as a 
spare part, for one same stem. 

In any case, at least the scrubbing member 2 may 
be decomposed or disinteg ratable in the water for 
self destruction, whereby it will be made of celluloslc 
material or a disintegratable resin. It is particularly 
contemplated that the scrubbing member be made 
of 1000/b celluloslc tissue paper weighing between 
15 and 30 g/m 2 . 

The stem 1 will also preferably be made from a 
material which may decompose or disintegrate in the 
water. In this case, it is also preferable that it be 
made of 100°/o cellulosic tissue paper having a 
weight of from 15 to 30 g/m 2 . The stem formed with 
this paper will have a plurality of layers providing 
sufficient thickness for it to be handled, without an 
excessive thickness hindering its decomposition. 

It will furthermore be provided with weakened 
areas comprised of annular slots 4 adapted to 
facilitate manual destruction into portions 5, after the 
use of the utensil, for throwing in the toilet and 
subsequent decomposition like the scrubbing mem- 
ber 2. In a further embodiment, said weakened areas 
may consist of recesses, orifices or any other 
equivalent solution. 

If only the scrubbing member 2 is thrown into the 
water, after separation from the stem 1, the stem will 
be disposed of separately as rubbish, unless it is 
used indefinitely, as said above, allowing the fitting of 
an exchange scrubbing member 2. It is suggested 
that it be formed from cardboard having a weight of 
285 to 400 g/m 2 , without other possibilities being 
excluded. 

The said stem 1 may be formed as a compact rod, 
as a spiral or as a tubular member, subject always to 
the above conditions with regard to the different 
forms of connection to the scrubbing member 2. 

In any case, the final objective of this utensil is to 
be disposable, allowing it to be used for the 
contemplated cleaning function and subsequent 
decomposition and disposal, thereby achieving the 
desirable hygiene and aesthetic factors. 

From a financial point of view, this utensil is 
particularly advantageous for the fact that it allows 
the use of low cost material, possibly recycled as is 
the case of paper which may be used for the 
different component elements of the utensil. 
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Claims 

5 

1 A sanitary utensil, for the manual cleaning 
of toilets having a flushing system, charac- 
terised in that it comprises a stem (1) and a 
scrubbing member (2), one end of the stem (1) 10 
and the scrubbing member (2) being mutually 
connected in such a way as to allow the said 
stem (1) and scrubbing member (2) to be 
readiiy separated, said stem (1) being generally 
rigid and adapted to be held and at least said 15 
scrubbing member (2) being adapted to de- 
compose or disintegrate by impregnation with 
the water contained in the toilet and be 
disposed of through the said flushing system. 

2. - The utensil of claim 1 , characterised in that 20 
the scrubbing member (2) is formed by 100% 
cellulosic tissue paper having a weight lying 
between 15 and 30 g/m 2 . 

3. - The utensil of claim 1 , characterised in that 

the scrubbing member (2) is an extension of the 25 
stem (L) and is formed by a division in the form 



of longitudinal strips of an end portion of the 
stem. 

4. - The utensil of claim 1 , characterised in that 
the scrubbing member (2) is an independent 
element from the stem (1). 

5. - The utensil of claim 4, characterised In that 
the scrubbing member (2) is a sponge material. 

6. The utensil of claim 1, characterised in that 
said connection allowing easy separation com- 
prises a weakened zone (3). 

7. - The utensil of claim 1 , characterised in that 
said connection allowing easy separation com- 
prises an operable assembly arrangement. 

8. - The utensil of claim 1 , characterised in that 
said stem (1) is provided with a plurality of 
weakened areas (4) facilitating manual break- 
age of the stem. 

9. - The utensil of claim 8, characterised in that 
said weakened areas (4) comprise annular 
slots. 

10.- The utensil of claim 1, characterised in that 
said stem (1) is formed by a plurality of layers of 
1000/0 cellulosic tissue paper having a weight 
lying between 15 and 30 g/m 2 . 
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